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Dementia 

ÅCognitive symptoms 

ÅFunctional problems 

ïSocial, occupational, activities of daily living 

ÅBehavioural symptoms 

ïBehavioural and psychological symptoms of 
dementia (BPSD) 
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World Alzheimer Report 2015 

ÅEstimated that 46.8 million people 
worldwide are living with dementia in 2015 

ÅWill almost double every 20 years, reaching 
74.7 million in 2030 and 131.5 million in 
2050 

ÅThese new estimates are 12-13% higher 
than those made for the World Alzheimer 
Report 2009 

One new case of dementia every 3 seconds 
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Prevalence Estimates  

10/66 Dementia*  

Cases Unadj. Adj.  

n % % 

Overall  399 16.5 10 

Age group  

60-74 45 3.2 3.4 

75-84 134 21.2 21.9 

85+  220 57.1 56.2 

Gender  

Female  275 19.9 11.6 

Male 124 11.9 8 

Ethnicity  

Chinese 166 17.8 10.4 

Malay 138 19 10.2 

Indian 95 13.1 7.8 

* Education adjusted 
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Dementia : a public health 
priority 

ÅThe total estimated worldwide costs of 
dementia were US$ 604 billion in 2010 

ÅIn high-income countries 
ïinformal care (45%), formal social care (40%), 

direct medical costs (15%) 

ÅIn low-income and lower-middle-income 
countries 
ïinformal care costs (i.e. unpaid care provided 

by the family) predominate.  


